
Faculty Member Contact Information 

Name: Ms. Laura Strand       

Department: Art and Design       Phone Number: (618) 650-2812 

E-mail Address: lstrand@siue.edu                                 Campus Box: 1774 

 

Description of the URCA Assistant Position 
This posting includes one funded position. In addition, the faculty member may be willing to mentor an additional, 

unfunded student. 

 

How many unfunded students is this professor taking in addition to his/her one funded student?   

This professor will be taking 1 additional, unfunded student 
(Students, if the faculty member will have both funded and unfunded students, he or she is free to select which student receives 

the funding. Funding cannot be split up between multiple students; only one student will receive it.) 

 

Which of the following apply to this position?  

 [X] This position is only open to students who have declared a major in this discipline.  

 [   ] This project deals with social justice issues.  

 [   ] This project deals with sustainability (green) issues.  

 [   ] This project deals with human health and wellness issues.  

 

How many hours per week will your student(s) be required to work in this position?  
9. (Minimum is 6 hours per week; typical is 9.) 

 

Will it be possible for your student(s) to earn course credit?    Yes. 

 If ‘yes,’ in which course?   ART 325 

 If ‘yes,’ for how many credit hours? 3 

 

Location of research/creative activities:  

Art Studio of Laura Strand in Worden IL and the Art and Design Department Textiles Lab 

 

Brief description of the nature of the research/creative activity:  
The chosen student will meet with me for 5 hours work in my studio. This student will learn about the idea 

development that has led to my body of artwork and the creation techniques that I have used to create them. 

Understanding the source of ideas and the guiding principles that they bring forward will aid the student in 

understanding the craftsmanship required to make the artwork. They will be given precise instructions and 

demonstrations into the processes that I use in my Surface Design artwork. This will include sewing background 

constructions and attaching a surface fabric. To prepare these fabrics they will learn to use dyes specific to the 

chosen fibers (i.e. acid ph. for wool and silk fibers, alkali ph. for cotton, rayon and linen fabrics). In addition, time 

will be devoted to explaining and educating the student in the processes and ideas within my own artist’s website.  

The student will choose 4 hours each week to pursue the creation of their own body of artwork. This will be 

accomplished largely in the SIUE Textile Art studios during hours that I can be present for mentorship. 

 

Brief description of student responsibilities: 

The student must be a textile art student, either pursuing their Bachelor of Art or Bachelor of Fine Art. They will 

arrive at my studio at the times we establish, and will need to be in the SIUE art studio also at the times we establish 

for my supervision.  

The student needs to have good design skills and a record of good attendance and attention. I expect a relationship of 

respect that produces focused work both in my studio and in theirs. There must be a willingness to pursue the 

assigned work diligently throughout the semester. 

 

URCA Assistant positions are designed to provide students with research or creative activities experience. As 

such, there should be measurable, appropriate outcome goals. What exactly should your student(s) have 

learned by the end of this experience? 

The student will learn to build a body of artwork that combines their ideas with a strong work ethic and 

compositional skills. They will improve both their formal art and craft skills. They will learn to delve more deeply 

into their own ideas with intellectual research and they will understand that translating those ideas into artwork will 

require both samples of techniques and experimentation with form.  



     

The student will learn to build from one artwork to another, using each finished piece to direct the next. They will 

develop self-critical skills and learn to participate in each critique with questions and reflection.  

The student will develop a website of their own and show evidence of keeping the site current. 

 

Requirements of Students 

 

If the position(s) require students to be available at certain times each week (as opposed to them being able to 

set their own hours), please indicate all required days and times: 

I have several times in the week that the student and I can negotiate to form a regular schedule for a semester. 

  

If the location of the research/creative activities involves off campus work, must students provide their own 

transportation?  
Students must be able to provide their own transportation to and from Worden IL twice each week 

 

Must students have taken any prerequisite classes? Please list classes and preferred grades: 

The student must have completed Art 202F with an A, and all of their 100 level basic art classes with minimum 

grades of B. 


